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lowers my estimate of the man and of his speculations. 1863
I did not expect to.find them a mass of contradictions. ~,
There is scarcely a point of importance on which he does
not hold conflicting theories, or profess doctrines which
suppose one thing while he himself holds another. I
think the book will make it very difficult to hold him up
as an authority on philosophy hereafter. It almost goes
against me to write so complete a demolition of a brother-
philosopher after he is dead, not having done it while he
was alive, and the more when I consider what a furious
retort I should infallibly have brought upon myself, if he
had lived to make it.

Before the re-writing I mean to read or re-read as many
books as I have time for, from which I can hope to get
suggestions for enriching the book. What is the title of
the work of the younger Fichte which you advised me to
read ? Do you know the psycho-physiological writings of
Vogt and Mohlschott, said to be the heads of the new
materialist school in Germany ?

I have been reading, I may say studying, Tyndall's
lectures on Heat. The equivalence of a certain quantity of
heat and a certain quantity of mechanical power seems to
be very completely established. But the theory is still
very imperfect, and Tyndall is hardly the man to perfect
it. There is a terrible phrase, " potential energy/1 which
covers a great dark spot in the subject. How do they
resolve such questions as this ? By the trifling mechanical
motion of applying a match I light a great heap of coal
and disengage an enormous force in the form of heat.
Where was the previous equivalent of this ? No equivalent
amount of mechanical motion existed just before, to be
converted into it. Must we look for the equivalent at a
distinct geological period when the force was, as they say,
stored up in the coal ? That is conservation of force with
a vengeance, in one sense of the term: but not in the sense
in which it is taken in the theory, if I understand it rightly;
nor according to the philosophical meaning of force : for in
that meaning there is a force where there is no activity,
and the conservation of force can only mean that one of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edmpleal causes. Bet,   AH Lit^riil
